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MISSION TO THE SANDWICH ISL- houses, until further orders.* The king’s 


ANDS. 
From the Misionary Herald. 
Continued from page 742. 


Arrival at Woahoo. 


April 14,1821. Early this morning, 
as we passed Morotoi and Ranai, the rude 
island of Woahoo presented to our view, 
first, its pointed mountains and forests ; 
then, in succession, its extended plains, 
its verdant hills, and fertile vallies, its 
pleasant groves and streams, its grazing 
herds and flocks, thatched cottages and 
villages, its principal fort and harbour, 
and its sable inhabitants, far more wor- 
thy of our regard, than the richness of 
its soil, the luxuriance of its vegetation, 
or the inviting salubrity of its climate. 


First Visit on Shore. 


We anchored outside of the harbour, 
and some of the brethren, with Capt. B. 
soon went on shore. They called on 
Mr. Marin, a Spanish settler, who is in- 
terpreter for the government. He re- 
ceived us with decent attention; served 
us with a glass of wine, produced from 
grapes which he had cultivated ; and in- 
formed us that Boka had gone to ano- 
ther part of the Island; but, as soon as 
he understood our business, he despatch- 
ed two native servants on horseback 
with a message, to give notice of our ar- 
rival. Meantime, we paid our respects 
to the second in command at the fort, 
dined with Capt. Pigot, an American 
trader from New-York; surveyed this 
part of the island, called Hanaroorah ; 
and returned to the brig highly gratified 
with our first excursion in this whiten- 
ing field, where the Lord of the har- 
vest seems evidently to have called us to 
labour. . 

15. Repeated our visit on shore; but 
could not do much business, on account 
of the continued absence of the govern- 
or. Delivered Mr. Marin a letter from 
Capt. Winship, which authorized him 
to put us in possession of Capt. W.’s 


vessel, brig Neo, from Owhyhee, arrived 
to-day, with a messenger, bringing the 
general orders of the government respect- 
ing us. G, P. Tamoree also, who left 
the Thaddeus at Owhyhee, arrived in 
the Neo. He informed us, that a native, 
who had stolen a piece of calico from 
the king at Kirooah, was there convict- 
ed, put on board the Neo in irons, and 
thrown overboard on the passage hither. 
Death is the penalty for stealing the 
king’s property. 

16th. Sabbath. Enjoyed the privi- 
leges of public worship, probably for the 
last time, on board the Thaddeus. Bo- 
ka arrived in port this afternoon; but 
we are told, that, through the effect of 
strong drink, he.is now. unfit for busi- 
ness. ‘This isa stubborn foe with which 
we shall be obliged to contend, far more 


formidable than the guns of the fort, or 


all the weapons of war on the islands. 
And it is a grief to see, that most white 
men, who have intercourse with these 
people, are in league with this enemy of 
all righteousness. 

17. Obtained permission to enter the 
harbour, for which Capt. B. pays eighty 
dollars, besides the pilot’s fees. ‘The 
governor came onboard. He isa young 
chief, apparently mild and easy in his 
disposition, less sprightly than some of 
his countrymen, and distinguished for 
his moderation. He says but little; 
ahd appears by no means unfriendly to 
us or our object; but somewhat indiffer- 
ent to the message from Owhyhee. As 
these people are naturally and habitually 
slow in their movements, we hope that 
he may yet exert himself with more effi- 
ciency to promote our design. 


Preparations for landing. 


18. This morning we entered the har- 





* This letter was generously offered to the 
missionaries by Capt. Winship, at Boston, just 
before the Thaddeus sailed 
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bor in safety, and anchored within a few 
yards of theshore. Mr. Scovill, a tem- 
porary resident, and officer of Capt. Lew- 
is, now on the coast has very politely 
offered us the use of Capt. Lewis’s house, 
which we shall find it necessary to oc- 
cupy. Capt. Adams, an English resi- 
dent, and Mr. Navarro, an American, 
have each offered us the use of a house. 
Capt. Babcock, and Mr. Oliver, have 
both offered us the temporary use of their 
store-rooms fir our effects. Thus the 
Lord raises up friends for us, at the mo- 
ment we have need of them. The fe- 
males of the mission went on shore this 
afternoon, to view the thatched habita- 
tions, which we intend to occupy fora 
season. They excited great curiosity, 
as they had done at Kirooah. As they 
walked along the plain, on which the vil- 
lage is built, they were surrounded by 
crowds of the inquisitive and wondering 
natives, rvuning this way and that, and 
even placing themselves directly in the 
path before the strangers, to obtain a 
view of their faces, partly concealed by 
their bonnets. Here we saw the rude 
materials with which the house of the 
Lord is to be built ; and felt desirous to be 
diligently employed in preparing them 
for their place in the spiritual temple. 
After a cursory examination of the hous- 
es offered, all returned to lodge once 
more in the sides of the ship, which for 
25 weeks had been our home. 


Settlement of the Missionaries. 


Hanaroohrah. Woahoo, April 19. 
Tlaving at length succeeded in making 
the necessary arrangements; casting 
ourselves again on the care of Divine 
Providence ; and putting ourselves in 
the power and possession of pagans and 
strangers ; on this interesting day we 
disembarked from that board, which had 
borne us safely acress the ocean 18,000 
miles from our native shores, and here 
took up our abode in this uncivilized 
heathen land, the scene of our labours ; 
probably the resting place of our bones, 
when our toils shall be finished and our 
pilgrimage ended. 
With as much despatch as possible, 
our baggage was forwarded to the dif- 
ferent places of deposit. Mr. Cham- 


* 


berlain and his family take their lodg- 
ings at Capt. Winship’s house :- Messrs, 
Bingham, Ruggles and Loomis, at Capt. 
Lewis’s, about 40 rods distant from the 
other ; and Mr. Whitney, in a house be. 
tween them, belonging to Mr. Navarro, 
Thus we are somewhat scattered for « 
temporary residence; but we have lit- 
tle apprehension of danger from the na- 
tives. As a specimen of what we are tc 
expect from the slyness of our new 
neighbours, the key of Capt. Lewis’s 
house was stolen from the door imme- 
diately on our entering it this afternoon ; 
probably by some of the natives who 
crowded around to gratify their curiosi- 
ty, to learn who we are, and what we 
had brought with us that might please 
their fancy. 

We mention as an instance of the 
kindness of some of our neighbours, that 
Capt. Pigot and Mr. Green, anticipating 
our wants, provided for us a supper in 
American style, which we were unable 
at present to do for ourselves. 


Erection of an Altar to the true God. 


As soon as the bustle of landing wa’ 
over, and our straw-thatched cottages 
were comfortably fitted up, we erected 
an altar unto the Lord our God, and, 2 
greeably to an arrangement made with 
our brethren, who landed the week be 
fore on Owhyhee, presented our united 
offerings of thanksgiving and praise to 
Jehovah, that he had preserved out 
lives, graciously delivered us from the 
perils of the sea, given us so prosperous 
a passage, and ministered unto us an et- 
trance among the heathen; that in an- 
swer to the prayers of his people, of our 
friends and patrons, he had wonderfully 
prepared the way before us, by destroy- 
ing the temples of idols, and the institu- 
tions of idol worship, abolishing the 
priesthood of superstition, overturning 
the altars of abomination, and bringing: 
the taboos and sacrifices of the people 
ito general contempt, and that he had 
enabled us so early, and so peacefully, 
to set Up our banner in the name of our 
God. The Lord be praised for ever, 
for his goodness, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men. 

20. We rose this morning, for the first 
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time, from our slumbers on heathen 
ground, and find ourselves in circum- 
stances of real comfort, and under new 
obligations of gratitude to the Watchman 
of Israel, who has kept our habitations 
in peace, The garrison at the fort, clis- 
tant but a few rods, once an hour during 
the night rung a small bell, and gave a 
loud shout, partly in their native tongue, 
and partly in broken English. 

21. Yesterday and to-day have been 
principally employed in putting our ef. 
fects in order, and in making ourselves 
comfortable in our new situation. 

22. The governor does not yet step 
forward to furnish us with houses of any 
kind, and we are a little embarrassed. 
Find some difficulty in procuring store- 
rooms for all our baggage, because those 
storehouses, which are safe, are general- 
lyoceupied ; and we fear to expose ma- 
uy articles, in what are generally termed 
“ straw-houses ;” as these are so liable 
to destruction by fire, and so easily bro- 
kenopen. Part we have deposited in a 
framed house of Capt. Babcock, two sto- 
nies high, inclosed in the governor’s yard ; 


> —part in Mr. Oliver’s mud-house ;— 


partin Mr. Beckley’s ;—part in Mr. Ma- 
in’s straw house ; and the rest, in the 
different houses where we lodge. 


First Sabbath on land. 


23. Sabbath. To-day, for the first 
lime, we have public worship on land. 
A considerable audience of European 
aud American residents, masters and 
other officers of vessels, chiefs, sailors, 
and common natives assembled, in and 
about the house occupied by Mr. Bing- 
ham, to hear the sound of the gospel, 
lor the first time on these long neglect- 
ed heathen shores. The discourse was 
from Luke ii. 10. Fear not ; for be- 
hold f{ bring you good tidings of great 
0y, which shall be to all people. The 
theme, the scene, the opening prospect, 
the dawning light of a brighter day, the 
incipient songs of Zion, conspire to ani- 
mate our hearts, and to awaken an unu- 
‘ual joy in our ‘souls, while we listened 
0 the language of the messenger from 
faven, and seemed to be favoured with 
he special presence of Him, who was 
porn in the city of David, a Saviour, 
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even Christ the Lord. Our singing, 
aided by the bass viol, on which G. 
P. Tamoree played, was pleasing to the 
natives, and will probably have a salu- 
tary influence in winning them to ap- 
prove and to engage in Christian wor- 
ship. 

24. Opened trunks, boxes, &c. con- 
taining our effects. Every step we take 
brings to view something, which de- 
mands our gratitude. How many hearts 
and hands did the Lord open to contri- 
bute for our comfort and aid. [At the 
close of this examination it appeared, 
that most of the articles were in a good 
state of preservation; though some were 
damaged by various causes. | 


Celebration of the late King’s death. 


26. To-day the death of Tamahama- 
ha is celebrated here, by a festival some- 
what similar to that which commemo- 
rates the birth of American independ- 
ence. The chiefs, on such oecasions, 
take pride in dressing themselves, eat- 
ing, drinking, firing cannon, and display- 


ing their banners from a lofty flag, lke ~ 


Americans and Europeans. ‘Tamoree 
aud Honoree were invited to the table 
of the governor, and treated with res- 
pect. Some of the white residents join 
the natives, in this singular mode of la- 
mentation over the death of a great man. 
This is the twelfth feast, which they have 
had, in consequence of his death, and in 
honour of his memory. They intend 
henceforth, we believe, instead of a feast 
every moon, to have an annual celebra- 
tion of this interesting event. 

30. Sabbath, The sermon was from 
2 Tim. iii. 16—17. An attentive, and 
apparently interested audience joined in 
the public worship of Jehovah. The 
songs of Zion drew tears from one of 
our countrymen, who had not heard 
them before for twenty years. The 
thought is pleasing, that we may here 
proclaim the unsearchable riches of 
Jesus Christ to those who were born in 
Christian lands, but who seem to have 
escaped from the influence of the gospel, 
and from the voice of divine mercy ; 
and to those, who, in the prosecution of 
their business, are led far from the 
dwellings of Zion, and who, for months 
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and years, enjoy not the privileges of 
the sanctuary, or the comforts of home. 
Here we have the means of doing good 
to our countrymen, and to others, who 
call or reside here. ‘Though our exer- 
tions may be salutary, and the conse- 
quences favourable to the cause of reli- 
gion. So the missionary may help his 
brethren at home, by guarding the out- 
posts, without at all diminishing the 
strength at the citidel. 


First Monthly Concert at the Sandwich 
Islands. 


Monday, May 1. United in observ- 
ing the monthly concert of prayer for 
the first time on heathen ground. Set- 
tled the question with respect to send- 
ing two of the brethren to Atooi, to ac- 
company George, explore the island, 
and perform such business, as circum- 
stances may require. Unitedly implor- 
eda blessing on their enterprise, and, 
commended them to the grace of God. 


Departure of George to Atooi. 


2. ‘To-day the Thaddeus left the 
harbor to touch at Atooi, and proceed 
to the North West Coast. Agreeably 
to our united views, and the wishes of 
G. P. Tamoree, Messrs. Whitney and 
Ruggles sailed with him to introduce 
him and our business to his father, who 
is here considered as only a high chief 
under Rehoreho, and who is expected 
soon to go to Owhyhee at his request. 
Though George now supposes that his 
father is not independent and himself 
proposes to return here, or to Owhyhee, 
we deem it important, that the brethren 
should accompany him, learn more de- 
finitely the state of facts, survey the 
field as a missionary station, interest the 
chiefs in our object, and return by the 
first conveyance, probably in June. We 
made out a considerable present for 
George, in addition to what he had be- 
fore received, besides the bass viol, for 
which he appeared to be grateful. He 
expressed a sense of obligation, anda 
desire to make some return for the kind- 
nesses shown him. With tears he took a 


respectful and aflectionate leave of us, 
being commended to the grace of an un- 
changeably merciful God. May that 
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grace make him a comfort to his father, 
a blessing to his country, an honour to 
his benefactors, and an heir of final glory. 


News from the Station at Kirooah. 


3. One of the King’s schooners from 
Owhyhee arrived. Joseph Banks* mas. 
ter, an intelligent young native, who 
speaks English, and is very friendly to 
us. By him we received a letter from 
brother Thurston, containing good news 
from that part of the mission. The 
king has given them the use of a large 
cooking stove, and furnishes them with 
a comfortable supply of fresh provisions. 
He reads in Webster’s lessons in words 
of two syllables. Himself and John 
Adams, tae commander of the garrison 
there, and the honourable women, are 
much pleased, friendly, and desirous to 
learn. ‘T'enooe resides in the king’s fam- 
ily, and assists in their instructions. Dr. 
Holman has considerable employment 
as a physician, and is successful in heal- 
ing the sick, the lame, and the blind. 
The brethren and sisters there were in- 
vited on the first day of the feast, to dine 
at the king’s table, spread under the 
shade of green trees. During both days 
of the feasi, Rehoreho, dressed in milita- 
ry habiliments, behaved with great pro- 
priety, not even drinking to his injury. 
Many thousands of people were collect. 
ed at the feast, and shouted and sung the 
great and good deeds performed by the: 
lamented king, and expected from bis 
son and successor. 

People come from all parts of Owhy- 
hee to see the brethren and sisters; and 
their house has been every day surroun¢- 
ed by forty or fifty natiyes, men, wo 
men and children. We are happy to 
hear an almost solitary sister, Mrs. 
Thurston, say, in the language of Chris- 
tian confidence, “On heathen shores, 
even during the feast days, I have felt as 
safe as if I had been in my native land. 
The natives appear inoffensive and 
friendly; and so far as has fallen under 
my observation, have uniformly con- 
ducted with propriety.” 





* It is hardly necessary to say, that this 
young chief was named in honour of Sir Jo- 
seph Banks, who accompanied Capt. Cook; 
whea these islands were discovered. 
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Thus flattering indeed are our pros- 
pects; but He, who loves to try his peo- 
le, knows what unexpected clouds may 
darken our way, and what thorns may 
yet infest our path. 


Arrival of South-Sea Whalers. 


4. In this dark corner of the earth, 
our hearts have been cheered to day by 
the arrival of two English ships, and by 
our introductory acquaintance with the 
masters, Capt. Starbuck of the L‘Aigle, 
and Capt. Best of the Princess Mary. 
These are South Sea Whalers, and have 
come to the Island for water and fresh 
provisions. ‘They anchored at Kiroo- 
ah, where our brethren received from 
them some presents, in the way of stores, 
which were needful and very acceptable ; 
and other kind attentions, for which we 
are all under obligations tothem. Find- 
ing it difficult to procure provisions, and 
impossible to obtain a supply of water 
there, they have come to this island, 
where they can easily be supplied. 

5. To-day we have made some im- 
provement in our situation by airing and 
washing the mats, and scraping the 
ground, which constitutes our floor. Af- 
ter this, covering the ground with a layer 
of grass about an inch in thickness, we 
spread our bulrush mats, and feel our- 
selves more settled and at home. 

(To be continued.) 





MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
From the London Evangelical Magazine for 
March 
PERSIA. 


Our countryman, Captain Gordon, in 
his journey fromOchotsk through Siberia 
to Astrachan, and thence through Per- 
sia to India, has made the most diligent 
investigation in his power into the state 
of the people, and has communicated 
the most encouraging prospects of dis- 
seminating Divine ‘Truth in the Persian 
empire. He writes from Tebriz, May 
13, 1820, to the Scots Missionaries at 
Astrachan, urging them to “come up 
and possess the land.” It is, says he, 
“all before you.” Mr. Martyn’s labours 
were not in vain. He is spoken of with 
much respect. Some of the people at 


Shiraz say, that had he continued there 
much longer, he would have converted 
half the town. The Mollah, who used 
to dispute constantly with him, now 
says, “ He ought not to be spoken of 
among mortals.” 

Professor Lee is preparing, in Per- 
sian and English, the whole controversy 
of Mr.Martyn with the Learned of Persia, 
with considerable additions of his own, to 
establish the truth of the Scriptures 
against the sophisms of the Mahome- 
dans. 

Influence of the Gospel on converted 
Negroes. 


On the arrival of two vessels at Dem- 
arara, from Dominica, witha great num- 
ber of slaves, among whom were several! 
Methodists, a native female of the latter 
place, a member of the Methodist Socie- 
ty, who had formerly lived on the plan- 
tation from whence they came, on hear- 
ing of their arrival, went on board one of 
the vessels. As soon as they saw her, 
they exclaimed, “.Here are we; we 
came from de word of God; we bin 


hearing de word of God in Dominicag . 


but we no know if we hear de word of 
God now: Poor we! We no care where 
dem bring we, so we hear de word of 
God !” On being told they would find a 
chappel and Missionaries there, in a mo- 
ment their sorrow was turned into joy, 
and they blessed the bearer of such hap- 
py tidings a thousand times, and, hail- 
ing those in the other ship, they cried out, 
“ Keep good heart,dere be chapel here.” 


CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY. 


Madras. ‘The foundationof the New 
Mission Church was laid on the 30th of 
June 1819, by the Rev. Mr. Rheaius, 
together wii: the Rev. Mr. Thompson. 
The people were very attentive to tlie 
prayers, address, &c. and the whole 
was one of the most impressive services 
ever witnessed in Madras. 

Tranquebar Schools. 


Mr. Schnarre’s account of the Schools 
round Tranquebar isencovraging. ibe 
number of children was 1 623—-ot schools, 
31—of schoolmasters, with their assist- 
ants, 47. 
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The children ave tlius classed : 
Protestant Christian : 184 
Roman Christians = - - 119 
Brahmin and Soodra Heathen 1266 
Mahomedan - - - 54 
1623 
Mr. S. says, “ The prejudices of the 
heathen parents and children against our 
religion seems to vanish more and more ; 
and I cannot but entertain great hopes 
that our school establishment will prove 
a blessing to the rising generation of this 
benighted people.” 


CAPE-TOWN. 
WESTERN AFRICA. 

The following dialogue between a 
Dutch farmer and some of Mr. Shaw’s 
people, extracted from the Report of the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society, affords a 
lively refutation of those who have so 
greatly underrated the intellect of the 
Hottentots, and proves that the Namac- 
quas have not been carelessly instructed 
by their Missionary. 


Extract of a late letter from Mr. Shaw. 


“Tn the month of May last, I rode to 
a farm about twelve miles distant, in or- 
der to preach to the bastard Hotteutots 
who inhabit the house. It happened 
that many of our people followed on 
foot, and others on horses; so that the 
house was neatly filled. My poor wife 
being ill at the time, I, after service, has- 
tened home in the midst of the rain that 
was falling, and our people were left be- 
hiud. The Namacquas, wishing to em- 
ploy their time to the profit of themselves 
and those present, held service after 
dinner ; and while thus engaged in wor- 
ship, a farmer, who had come some dis- 
tance, opened the door and looked in. 
His astonishment being in some meas- 
ure abated, he retired to the kitchen till 
the service was ended ; and having a de- 
sire to converse with the Hottentots, 
and ridicule their worship, le began as 
follows :— 

Farmer .—W hat sort of singing and pray- 
ing is this that you have had? I never 
heard any thing like it, nor can I under- 
stand any thing you have said. 





Jacob.—I think, Master, you only 
came to mock us; nevertheless, let me 
ask you, does Master understand this 
chapter, (John iii.) especially that part 
respecting the New Birth? Pray who 
are the persons that must be born agein ? 

Farmer.—(The New Testament be- 
ing handed to him, he complained that 
he could not see very well; but said,) 
“IT suppose Jesus Christ is the person 
who must be born again.” 

Jacob.—No Master, no such thing ; 
Jesus Christ says that we, and ail sin- 
ners, must be created anew, born again 
of the Spirit, and become new creatures, 
or we cannot enter heaven. 

John, (brother to Jacob.— Master, you 
once told me that our names did not 
stand in the Bible, and that the gospel 
was not for us. Will Master now tell 
me if the name of Dutchmen or English- 
men is found therein P—(No answer.) 

Jacob.—But, Master, you who are 
Christians, call us Hotteatots Heathens. 
That is our name. Now I find that the 
Book says, Jesus came a light to lighten 
the Heathens : we do read our name in 
the Book. 

Farmer.—( Yet dumb ; but after some 
consideration, he proceeded :) Your mis- 
sionary baptizes Hottentots, and that 
before they know their catechism. You 
must first know this; then the Mission- 
ary must stand upen a high place, and 
ask all the questions. If you cannot an- 
swer all these out of your heads, you 
must not be baptized. 

Jacob.—Pray, Master, where is it so 
said in the Book >—{No answer. ) 

Jacob.—I learn from the Bible, that 
the people dat repent and believe may 
be baptized ; but the Book says, not dat 
he who can answer all the questions, 
shall be baptized. If we had all in our 
heads thet you say, what better if our 

hearts not converted be ? 

Farmer.— There is no conversion in 
this life; that must be after death. 

Jacob.—Will you, Master, tell me 
where that is written >—( No answer.) 

Jacob.—If I right understand, a man 
who is of sin convinced,—who also sin 
forsakes, and upon Jesus Christ believes, 
is converted ; this man can be baptized. 


4821.] 
John baptized in Jordan them dat did 
sin confessed. 

Farmer.—It is time enough to repent 
when we are sick, and likely to die. 

Jacob.—Dat you not find said in de 
Book. No: we must repent now, as the 
Lord says in the Word. 

Farmer.—\ cannot understand you ; 

our Dutch is not good. 

"  John.—How is it, Master, that you do 
not understand, when Myuheer (mission- 
ary) understand all that brother says ? 

Farmer.—Y our missionary canuot un- 
derstand or speak good Dutch. 

John.—Our mynheer learns the Dutch 
trom the book: you learn the bastard 

Dutch, without book. It is not wonder 
then that you think our mynheer speaks 
not good Dutch. He speaks as the book 
speaks; you not understand de book, 
and therefore not mynheer understand. 

Farmer.—That is partly true; there 
are many things in the bible that we do 
not understand ; and when | come to 
your place, I shall ask your missionary 
the meaning of Gog and Magog. 

Henry, (one of our interpreters. )— 
That you, Master, cannot understand 
many things in the book, is not wonder : 
Paul says, “The natural man under- 
standeth not the things of God, but they 
are to him foolish.” 

Farmer.—Who is the natural man? 

Henry.—We are all natural men in 
our sinful and natural state, and we can 
only understand the things of God by 
the help of the Spirit of God. 

They then asked him the meaning of 
several passages; but he said, ‘1 am 
no missionary, and therefore cannot ex- 
plain.’ 

Jacob then inquired if he did not teach 
his own people, slaves, or servants ? and 
his answer was, “No: for they would 
then be as wise as I am myself !” 





PERSECUTION IN ST. DOMINGO. 


The following letters will shew the 
difficulties with which the Methodist 
Brethren have had to contend since the 
missionaries left them, as well as the 
persevering efforts of the little band of 
brothers, amid the reproach and perse- 
cution they pave endured, We trust the 
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time is not far distant, when the princi- 
ples of religious liberty shall universally 
triumph over those restraints imposed 
upon the consciences of men, by the 
hand of civil despotism, and that the 
Repusuic or Hayrtt shall participate in 
the general blessing. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. V. St. 
Dennis, to Mr. Brown, dated Port 
au Prince, March 28, 1820. 


There is a priest called Jeremie, who 
came hither some time last year. After he 
had been in this place some time, he mar- 
ried, (i. e. performed the ceremony) the 
mother of Mary Martha Nichol, andalso, 
Souffrance ; but when he knew they were 
Methodists he was much displeased, and 
said, if he had known they were Metho- 
dists he would not have married. The 
next morning he went to sister Justine’s, 
but not finding her at home, he told her 
daughter Agentine to tell her mother 
that he would come again in the eve- 
ning. As soon as sister Justine came 
home, her daughter told her what the 
priest had said. She immediately let 
several of us know his intention, and we 
went at the time the priest appointed to 
be there. (It was not in the house of 
sister Justine the ceremony of marriage 
was performed.) Charles Pressoir was 
there; Evariste was not; Mrs. Clarke 
was there also; she held a long dispute 
with the Priest, but I cannot ¢ell what 
she said as she spoke in E.nglish. ‘The 
priest said, we have a churcl: for ihe As- 
sembly of the faiihiul, and we are three 
parties in this town, we must come to 
the Church. Charles Pressoir told him, 
When all these idols are taker away, 
and the gospel is preached in its purity, 
then we will come. He told us, he did 
not worship idols, but he worshipped 
God in spirit and in truth, and that Jesus 
Christ said to Peter, “ on this Rock will 
I build my Church,” and dwelt upon 
the word Church. We see by this, he 
did not understand things as they are 
written. When he said this, I did not 
hear what our brother replied; but I 
wishing to shew him the law God gave 
to Moses, he would not listen to me, 
saying, I was too young to speak with 
him. It is true, 1 am yery young, but 
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young people have souls to save as well 
as old, and it is true also, I am ignorant, 
but, I can, with assistance of God, plead 
for the truth of Christ when I am told 
of errors. 

It was after these disputes, the 13th of 
May, last year, that we were forbidden to 
meet together ; but notwithstanding this, 
we still have our assemblies as well as 
class-meetings. Evariste was obliged 
to appoint male and female leaders, hav- 
ing divided the Society into five classes 
of twelve persons each; but there is 
now another, making in all six classes, 
besides many more persons who wish to 
join us, and who are in the habit of meet- 
ing with us at midnight, at our sister 
Jane Dumas’, near the magazine of the 
state, and we meet classes late in the 
evening at different places. [ was in 
the habit of going to our midnight meet- 
ing, to read and pray, till Charles and 
Evariste came, (these are the two young 
men under whose care the society was 
left.) But more frequently there is on- 
ly Charles, for Evariste often spends his 
Sundays in the meuntains, for when lie 
is there measuring land, and it falls out 
to be Sunday, he stays where he is. Our 
midnight meeting got to be known, but 
we still continued it for a considerable 
time. Some time after, the priest pub- 
lished in the church three Sundays run- 
ning, that none of the faithful of the 
church must come near as, for when we 
die we shall not go to heaven. He has 
brought with himea book, as I have 
heard, by Abbe Gregoire, which is full 
of falsities against us; and which I can- 
not recount to you in detail. 

It was about the end of January, 1820, 
when the priest published these things, 
andthe President was about to leave the 
place. On the 13th of February, being 
Sunday, about half past ten o’clock, the 
police came to the house of our sister 
Mary Pierre Jacques, who lives on Be- 

Jair; having found her and several per- 
sons of our society trom the mountains, 
they led them away to the Judge de 
Paix (Justice of Peace). Our sister 
Collinette was there, and they took her 
also. Our friends from the mountains 
were released, but Marie Pierre Jacques, 
and Collinette, were put in prison also 





The same day the police went to broth. 
er Charles Pressoir’s, took him and put 
him in prison along with our sisters, in 
the same room. They there sung seve. 
ral hymns together, but their books were 
taken from them, and Charles removed 
and put into close confinement, (the fel- 
on’s cell); I heard that Charles told 
them, that it was the President which 
sent for you at first, which is the fact, 
according to the President’s letter, ‘and 
also that of Mr. Inginac, which you 
read in the congregation :) I read these 
letters when the persecution began). 
On this he was taken to Mr. Inginac, 
but what passed between them I do not 
know. Evariste was from home when 
the Police went to his house, but bein 

informed on his return that they had been 
to seek for him, he went immediately 
to the prison : the jailor refused his ad- 
miitance without an order from the 
Judge de Paix. He went straight to the 
Judge’s, who was not at home. I saw 
him enter the office, and in the after- 
noon I heard he was imprisoned. The 
following days the others not yet im- 
prisuned were sought for. They hunted 
them in the mountains, and wherever 
they found them, they took them. Com- 
inandants ‘Victor and Covin are charged 
to find us wherever we are; Victor isin 
town, aod Covin in the mountains; 
Commandant Victor says, if they will 
go to Church, they shall be set at liber- 
ty; that our enemy (meaning Christo- 
phe) had adopted the same religion, and 
if they are suffered to go on, they will 
cause a revolt.—He has told several lies 
of us, such as, we say that if our enemy 
comes on Sunday, we must not fight. 
No one is permitted to enter where our 
brothers and sisters are confined. When 
food is carried them, it is placed at the 
outside of the barrier of the prison, and 
given to a soldier, who takes it to the 
person to whom it belongs. And I have 
heard that the soldiers often eat the food 
sent to them: 1 know not whether this 
is true or not. All the country is against 
us, but He who is for us is more than 
all. The jailor has much protected our 
brethren and sisters ; I pray God to save 
him from sin, as well as all those who 
seck to do us evil, and to persecute us. 
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We see the word of God is fulfilled in eve- 
ry point, according as we heard it, and 
by this we know that it is the truth 
itself which has been preached to us. 
There are persons who say, if the Pres- 
ident would but give us into their hands 
they would kill us; and others say it is 
necessary we should be hanged or drown- 
ed. But the Lord is he who has been 
for us, and I believe he will be with us 
always, through Jesus Christ. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. M. Fva- 
riste to Mr. Brown, dated Port au 
Prince, February 4, 1820. (This is 
the young man to whom Mr. Brown 
left the care of the Society.) 


The society in this island is much per- 
secuted by the wicked, who desire the 
destruction of all who belong to it; in- 
deed they have used all kinds of meth- 
ods to do us evil ; but the Lord has sup- 
ported and protected us in the midst of 
them. They hate me in particular with 
a mortal hatred, expressing the most 
cruel wishes: For some say I ought to 
be burned, others, sent abroad the fri- 
gate of war, or the Corsair, where [ 
should neither see father nor mother, 
hor any person of our society. 

We are absolutely forbidden to kold 
any assembly in any place whatever, or 
even to be found two or three of us to- 
gether. The officers of the police are 
ordered to watch us narrowly, and if 
they find any of the society met togeth- 
er, to arrest us and put us in prison ; this 
they do without ceasing, and with ea- 
gerness to execute their orders. 

I had not finished reading one evening, 
when a commandant of the place, sent 
expressly, arrived, (and who has treat- 
ed us as if we were the vilest malefac- 
tors.) He said we ought to go to church ; 
that was the place where the faithful 
ought to assemble, but not in any other 
place elsewhere, and he used several 
threatenings. We are under the pro- 
tection of God. The priest is our ene- 
my,as you will see by and by. On the 
first of June J was attacked with a vio- 
lent fever, which had nearly brought 
me to my grave. I have recovered, how- 
ever, for which I give God thanks. On 
the 18th of the same month, being sull 


very weak, I went to Justine Des Camp’s, 
to see her and our other sisters, who live 
in the same yard, and to talk with them 
concerning the things which tend to mu- 
tual edification. Presently Command- 
ant Victor came, and seeing ine sitting 
with these persons, two or three in num- 
ber, called me out; [ uot knowing what 


he wanted, went to him. When he be- 


gan to threaten me, saying, I was forbid- 
den to be found with two or three per- 
sons, either at my own house or else- 
where, for Government had already re- 
ceived information against me, and knew 
my disposition: “ And,” says he, “ if I 
seé you with two or three persons, I will 
arrest you, and take you to prison, by 
order of Government- Go your way 
home to your mother, if you:do not wish 
me to arrest you.’’—Being thus driven 
away, I wished to goto Miss Juliennes’. 
But he cried after me, saying, “Go 
home, or I will arrest you.” ‘Thus I 
was obliged to return home. My sick- 
ness had Jeft me so weak, I could make 
no reply, besides, I was taken by sur- 
prise. lideed,though I had spoken to him, 


he would not have listened, for he was 


like a roaring lion against me. ‘Thus was 
] driven to the great gratification of those 
who are, without cause, my enemies, but 
it was for the cause of God, which I sup- 
port, and will support, through God’s 
assistance, to my latest breath. He that 
keepeth me doth not slumber, he has de- 
livered me gloriously out of their hands, 
and will deliver me still by his grace. 


Extract of another Letter from Mr. 
Evariste. 

The society at Port au Prince and the 
neighbourhood now consists of 72 per- 
sons, without reckoning a considerable 
number who desire to be admitted, but 
which we do not receive yet until in- 
structed ; the society spreads now in 
the mountains and plains. 

Sunday, Jan. 16, a publication was 
made in the Church by order of Fran- 
cois Jeremie, Priest, against our society 
in these terms: 

“ All the faithful are hereby warned 
that the Methodist religion, which is now 
in this city, is a bad religion; he or she 
who follows it, shall never see the face 
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of God ; but shall be eternally delivered 
up to the damnation of hell. Therefore, 
all the faithful are hereby exhorted to 
have no communication with the people 
who compose that society. I know that 
meetings are held in divers places of this 
city, but woe unto him who joins them, 
for it is an abomination in the city. On 
this account I exhort the faithful not to 
go to these meetings, for that religion is 
an abomination to all good people. I thus 
warn the faithful, because I perceive 
some of them have gone amongst their 
people, and attended their meetings ; but 
T exhort them to come out from amongst 
them, for they are a people to be despi- 
sed. Let not the faithful have any com- 
munion with them. I know this reli- 
gion to be absolutely bad; for two young 
men entered the society, but their rela- 
tions being displeased, compelled them 
to leave it. It is a religion destructive 
to mankind. It is impossible it should 
take root inthis Republic. It is neces- 
sary that it should be exterminated.” 

The following extracts from a recent 
letter do great honour to the character 
and principles of the President, Boyer, 
and it would be unjust to withhold them. 
This spirit in the rulers, will, we hope, 
ere long, bring the vexations of an mno- 
cent people to an end. 

Many were, at different times, cited 
to appear before the President, who at 
first used to dismiss them, saying, that 
every man was at liberty to serve God 
as he thought fit; but latterly he has 
been importuned to assume a stile some- 
what different. At Leogane, six were 
put in prison at one time by the General 
of that department, for having been 
found praying in the country. The Pre- 
sident, on a tour, visiting Leogane, went 
directly to the prison, where he found 
several prisoners. He inquired of each 
what was his crime, and liberated whom 
he thought proper. And when he was 
about leaving the town, called for those 
who had been imprisoned for praying ; 
and sharply reproved the General for 
having confined them on such an ac- 
count. He then took them some distance 
out of town, told them to go home, live 
quietly, and serve God according to the 
dictates of their own consciences: 


From the Missionary Herald. 
TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC. 


The Prudential Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
feel a peculiar responsibility in addressing 
their Christian brethren, with respect to the 
pressing wants of the Missions intrusted to 
their superintendence. It is to be remember- 
ed, however, that these wants have not been 
suddenly obtruded upon the public view. 
More than a year ago, the friends of missions 
were admonished, in a paper written with 
great deliberation, and received with the most 
unequivocal marks of public favor, that the 
question may soon be devided, whether ‘there 
is Christian benevolence enough in this coun- 
try to bear auy proportionable part, in the 
great work of evangelizing the heathen.’ The 
excess of the expenditures above the receipts 
was there stated ; the causes of the increased 
expense were explained ; the ability of the 
Christian community to sustain much greater 
expenses was adverted to; and all the profes- 
sed disciples of Christ were invited and ex- 
horted to embark with renewed zeal in this 
divine enterprise. These siatements and rea- 
sonings, these appeals and motives, had a very 
perceptible effect un the minds of many. Still 
the urgency of the case was not so generally 
felt, as to produce either an entire relief for 
the present, or a removal of apprehension for 
the future. 

The annual Report of the Board contained 
a full explanation of the reasons of enlarged 
operations, and increased expenditures’ To 
this document the reader is referred. It has 
been extensively distributed ; and the whole of 
it has been published in the Missionary Her- 
ald, and republished by most of the religious 
papers in our country. ‘Tbe committee there 
expressed the opinion, that to keep the exist- 
ing missions in full operation would cost 
scarcely less, than had been expended the 
preceding year; and yet there were urgent 
calls for new establishments. It followed, that 
donations to the amount of $56,000 would be 
needed within the current year, 

In the Missionary Herald for February, 
these statements were again distinctly made ; 
and the Committee are happy to add, with the 
most gratifying result. The donations, for 
the ensuing month, were greater than those of 
any month since the winter of 1812 An un- 
known ind'vidual gave $1,000; thus exhibit- 
ing an example, which many are willing to 
praise, and which many will hereafter be wil- 
ling to imitate. It must be constantly borne 
in mind, however, that the cause cannot be 
supported by, the liberalities of a single month, 
though at and even munificent; nor b 
the sacrifices of a few individuals, thoug 
these sacrifices be ever so distinguished and 
honorable, Before the world can be evangel- 
ized, there must be a genera! efflux of liberal- 
ity from professed Christians, in some meas- 
ure resembling the ceaseless flowing of benig- 
nity {rom the ever-blessed Source of all good, 
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It seems to be a duty imperiously obligatory 
on the Board, not to permit any one of the 
objects committed to its charge, and received 
with favor by the Christian community, and 
cherished by that community as a child, ma- 
terially and permanently to suffer, without a 
frank and full disclosure of the danger. The 
missions, supported by the Christian public of 
the United States, belong to the Christian pub- 
lic, in a very important sense. The individu- 
als, to whom the management of these mis- 
sions is intrusted, have, indeed, a weight of 
responsibility, care, and anxiety, which it is 
impossible to divide out among their brethren 
equally: so have the missionaries their pecul- 
iar trials, and burdens; but the success of mis- 
sions is the success of the whole church, of 
all the pious and benevolent ; nor of the mis- 
sionaries, in any personal or appropriate sense, 
yor of their directors; nor of any number or 
iadividuals, separate trom the whole family of 
the faithful. It seems to be vitally important, 
that, as the Committee are often obliged to 
solicit the attention and favor of the public, it 
should be clearly and constantly kept in view, 
that they. ask nothing for themselves, or for 
the accomplishment of any favorite plans of 
theirown. They ask nothing for the mission- 
aries, except that the pledges, given to them 
personally, should be honorably redeemed. 
No missionaries have been sent abroad, or 
employed at home, for their own gratification, 
ease, or emolument. Should any future mis- 
sionary regard a missionary life in this aspect ; 
and should he enter upon it, while governed 
by motives of personal accommodation ; he 
would be utterly disappointed, and wofully 
punished, even in this world, as he would de- 
serve to be. 

The Committee have never thought it right 
to make a display of missionary bardships :— 
first, because these hardships, which strike the 
eye, are nothing when compared with the 
moral hardships, which the missionary has to 
undergo; such as the stupidity and untracta- 
bleness, which he has to deal with, and the de- 
basement and degradation of which he is an 
agonized witness ;—secondly, because the 
pains. vexations, and labours of modern mis- 
sionaries are much less than those of the apos- 
‘les ;—thirdly, because no pains, privations, or 
hardships, of which human nature is capable, 
deserve to be put in competition with the com- 
mand of Christ, or the salvation of souls. 

But when the question, whether a mission- 
ary ought to have a cuinfortable support, is to 
he agilated, it is altogether proper to remind 
his brethren, that when he leaves the oid set- 
tlements of the United States, and goes to pro- 
claim the tidings of salvation among pagans 
aud strangers, be bids farewell to a country, in 
which bis prospects of comfort are more cer- 
tain, than those of young men in any other 
part of the world. He bids farewell to such a 
country, and to ‘his fathers’ sepulchres,’ and 
to all his friends and relatives ;--a country, in 
which health, aud plenty, and enterprise, and 
generous activity, and intelligent society a- 
bound ; a country io which the sauctuary of 





Address to the Christian Public. Sli 


God raises its spire every few miles, and sheds 
a benign influence on the neighboring popula- 
tion; in which flourishing communities of 
Christians assemble periodically round the sa- 
cramental table, and quicken their languishing 
graces by their holy fellowship; in which the 
young minister of the Gospel is strengthened 
and supported, by frequent conferences with 
his fathers and elder brethren On leaving 
such a country, whither does he go? Intoa 
sickly and enervating climate ; into a dry and 
thirsty land, where no water is; inte regions 
of idolatry and pollution, of universal guilt 
and shame :—there, a voluntary exile from the 
assembliessof tbe faithful, a pilgrim and so- 
journer among the ignorant, the untutored,the 
ungrateful, the unholy, does he labour and 
pray, till God shall give efficacy to his own 
word. And even then what a labor is it, in 
such circumstances, to build up churches and 
establish Christian society ? Such an exchange 
does a missionary make, and without any rea- 
sonable prospect of earthly good. Shall he 
be cormapelied, after all his personal sacrifices, 
to leave the heathen to their delusions,’ and 
their hopeless ignorance, merely for want of 
such a co-operation on the part of his Chris- 
tian brethren, as can be afforded by them, 
witbout giving up one substantial comfort, or 
One interest, which a mere man of the world 
would not cheerfully relinquish at the call of 
patriotism, or of fashion ? 

During the eight first months of the current 
year, that is, from Sept. 1, 1820, to April 30, 
1821, inclusive, the donation to the Board a-. 
mounted to $24,043 98. It may easily be” 
seen, therefore, how much must be received, 
within the remaining four months of the year, 
in order to keep the existing missions from de- 
pression, and to save the missionary canse 
from embarrassment. At this moment, the 
public voice is loud and decisive, in favor of 
sending reinforcements to the mission now 
happily established at the Sandwich Islands, 
and to the mission in Western Asia. There 
are many and cogent reasons for augmenting 
our establishments among the Indians of our 
own continent. But it should be long and well 
considered, before any old establishmeut is 
weakened, or abandoned, for the sake o! 
strengthening or establishing a new one. 

In regard to the expenditures of the Board, 
it is the constant endeavor of the Committee, 
and of the missionaries and assistant mission- 
aries, to practice rigid economy. When the 
first mission was fitted out, the salaries were 
fixed at the’same sum, as had been allowed by 
the London Missionary Society. About that 
time however, the Society just named raised 
the salarits of its missionaries by the addition 
of one third. No addition has been made to 
the salaries of the American missiona- 
ries, except, that house-rent is allowed to 
those in Bombay and its neighbourhood. The 
Methodists, also, give their missionaries a con- 
siderably larger stipend, than the American 
missionaries receive. Yet every body, who 
has any acquaintance with the subject, knows, 
thet the Methodists in Great Britain, and the 
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Directors of the London Missionary Society, 
do not wish to pay a single shilling, above 
what they judge will be really promotive of 
the cause, for which they labor ; that is, the 
promulgation of the Gospel, in the humble, 
unostentatious manner exemplified inthe New 
Testament. itshould be added, that gentle- 
men of intelligence in Ceylon, unconnected 
in any way with our missions, have ite. 
that the missionaries suffered in bealth for 
want of a more liberal manner of living, as 
well as by their unremitting attention to their 
appropriate duties. 

As to the missionaries and their assistants in 
the wilderness of our own continent, they set 
out by renouncing all separate property ; and, 
in many instances, by giving to the missiona: 
ary cause all the property they had accumula 
ted by yearsof labor They go to the missien 
stations, with the design of addicting them- 
selves to hard service, and of taking upon 
them numerous cares, without any cessation, 
or respite, till they find itin the grave. For 
this they receive nothing,—they expect noth- 
ing,—but coarse food, and plain clothes 
They renounce the hours of leisure, which ev- 
ery farmer and every mechanic in our coun- 
try, can sometimes command. They re- 
nounce many kinds of food, which load the 
tables of our laborious and industrious people, 
in the city and the country, throughout our 
plentiful land, and which so many think indis- 
pensable to their comfort. Whatever is expen- 
ded on these missions, more than bas now 
been stated, goes to promote the permanent 
good of the Indians. 

If the expenses of management, the vari- 
ous contingent charges, which necessarily at- 
tend these diversified operations, are compar- 
ed with similar charges, incurred by other 
Missionary Societies, they will not be thought 
extravagant Indeed,the public bave no means 
of knowing how much gratuitous service bas 
been rendered to the Board, during the years 
of its more active exertions. There are per- 
sons, however, so situated as to be acquainted 
intimately with these gratuitous services, and 
with the manner, in which the business of the 
Board is conducted ; and, itis proper to add, 
that these persons are among the most ardent 
frends and liberal supporters of the institu: 
tion; and are ever ready to make renewed 
sacrifices in its behalf, and to give ten, twenty, 
fifty times as much, as would be their fair pro- 
portion, in order to preserve its full activity, 
and make it a blessing to the nations. 

In conclusion, the Committee would ex- 
press renewed thankfulness for every aid to 
the cause ; and particularly for the jnstances 
of uncommon liberality, which have not un- 
frequently occurred. The cause, they are 
fully convinced, is the cause of God. To His 
wise direction, and gracious sugport, it is hum- 
bly commended. 





PERILS OF THE FOREFATHERS. 
From the New. York Advertiser 


A short time since, we informed eur 


readers, that the family of the late Pres. 
ident Dwight, of Yale College, intend. 
ed in the ensuing summer to publish his 
travels in the state of New-York, and the 
New-England states; and stated that 
we should publish, occasionally, some 
extcacts from the manuscripts as speci- 
mens of the manner in which the work 
is executed.. The author took great 
pains in the course of his vatious excur- 
sions to collect as much information of 
the early history of our country, and as 
many facts and anecdotes of the inhabit- 
ants, particularly during the period 
Indian warfare, as was in his power. 
In this he was more successful than 
could have been expected; and it will 
probably be owing to his exertions, that 
many very interesting events, which oc- 
curred in the first century after the set- 
tlement of the country by white*inhabit- 
auts, are not in a great measure lost e- 
ven to the present generation. ‘The fol- 
lowing account of the sufferings and he- 
roism of one family in Massachusetts, 
will, we have no doubt be read with in- 
terest. ‘The events here narrated took 
place a little more than one hundred 
and twenty years ago. The mind can 
scarcely realize the fact, that the oldest 
parts of our country were, even at that 
period, liable to these savage invasions. 
And yet, such was the case many years 
subsequently to the time here mentioned. 
One great object of the author of these 
travels was, to shew the progress of our 
country, in all the interests and circum- 
stances of civilization and improvement, 
from its first settlement to the date of 
his observations. 


STORY OF MR. AND MRS. DUST AN. 


From President Dwight’s Travels. 
[Vol. 1. Letter XL.] 


‘¢ Haverhill was settled in the year 
1037, and incorporated in 1645. During 
the first seventy-five years from its settle- 
ment, it suffered often, and greatly, by 
savage depredations. The story of 
these depredations is, however, imper- 
fectly known at the present time. Even 
the facts which are still known, are so 
dispersed in the possession of different 
persons, as to render it very difficult te 
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obtain them correctly. This kind of 
knowledge is daily becoming less, and 
will soon be lost. It is much to be 
wished, that inquisitive men throughout 
this country would glean and preserve 
the little which is left. It is a serious 
and unfortunate error of men in general 
to suppose, that events, familiarized to 
themselves by fireside repetition, will be 
uninteresting to others; and that efforts 
to preserve them, will be considered as 
either trifling or arrogant. Inno coun- 
try, probably, are the inhabitants more 
inquisitive than in New-England. But 
their inquiries terminate, or have until 
lately terminated, chiefly in things re- 
mote in time or place; and have been 
very little occupied by subjects pertain- 
ing totheirown country. It is perhaps 
natural to man to feel, that his own con- 
cerns, or any concerns that are familiar 
to him, will be little regardéd by those 
who come after him. Few parents are 
solicitous to have their own portraits 
taken ; yet, after their decease, scarcely 
any legacy is thought more valuable by 
their children. 

In the year 167, on the 5th day of 
March, a body of Indians attacked this 
town; burnt a small number of houses; 
and killed, and captivated about forty of 
the inhabitants. A party of them, ar- 
rayed in all the terrors of the Indian 
war dress, carrying with them the mul- 
tiplied horrors of a savage invasion, ap- 
proached near to the house of a Mr. 
Dustan. This man was abroad at his 
usual labour. Upon the first alarm, he 
flew to the house, with a hope of hurry- 
ing to a place of safety his family, con- 
sisting of his wife, who had been con- 
fined a week only in child-bed; her 
nurse, a Mrs. Mary Taff, a widow from 
the neighbourhood, and eight children. 
Seven of his children he ordered to flee 
with the utmost expedition, in the course 
opposite to that in which the danger was 
approaching; and went himself to assist 
his wife. Before she could leave her 
bed, the savages were uponthem. Her 
husband, despairing of rendering her any 
service, flew to the door, mounted his 
horse, and determined to snatch up the 
child, with which he was unable to part, 
when he should overtake the little 


flock. When he came up to them, a- 
bout two hnndred yards from his house, 
he was unable to make a choice, or to 
leave any one ofthe number. He there- 
fore determined to take his lot with 
them, and to defend them from their 
murderers, or die bytheirside. A body 
of the Indians pursued, and came up 
with him; and from near distances 
fired at him and his little company. He 
returned the fire, and retreated alter- 
nately. For more than a mile, he kept 
so resolute a face to his enemy, retiring 
in the rear of his charge; returned the 
fire of the savages so often, and with so 
good success ; and sheltered so effectu- 
ally his terrified companions, that he 
finally lodged them all, safe from the 
pursuing butchers, in a distant house. 
When it is remembered how nume- 
rous his assailants were; how bold 
when an overmatch for their enemies ; 
how active, and what excellent marks- 
men; a devout mind will consider the 
hand of Providence as unusually visible 
in the presefvatien of this family. 

Another party of the Indians entered 
the house immediately after Mr. Dustah ° 
had quitted it; and found Mrs. Dustan 
and her nurse, who was attempting to 
fly with the infant in her arms. Mrs. 
Dustan they ordered to rise instantly ; 
and before she could completely dress 
herself, obliged her and her companion 
to quit the house; after they had plun- 
dered it and set it on fire. In compa- 
ny with several other captives, they be- 
gan their march into the wilderness : 
she feeble, sick, terrified beyond meas- 
ure, partially clad, one of her feet bare, 
and the season utterly unfit for comfort- 
able travelling. The air was chilly and 
keen, and the earth alternately covered 
with snow and deep mud. Her conduct- 
ors were unfeeliag, insolent and revenge- 
ful. Murder was their glory, and tor- 
ture their sport. Her infant was in her 
nurse’s arms; and infants were the cus- 
tomary victims of savage barbarity. 

The company had proceeded but a 
short distance, when an Indian, thinking 
it an incumbrance, took the ciild out of 
the nusse’s arms, and dashed its head 
against a tree. What were the feel- 
ings ofthe mother? = 
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Such of the other captives as began to 
be weary, and to lag, the Indians toma- 
hawked. ‘The slaugh'er was not an 
act of revenge, nor of cruelty. It was 
a mere convenience; an effort so fa- 
miliar, as not even to excite an emotion. 

Feeble as Mrs. Dustan was, both 
she and her nurse sustained, without 
yielding, the fatigue of the. journey. 
‘Their intense distress for the death of 
the child, and of their companions ; 
anxiety for those whom they had left be- 
hind, and unceasing terror for them- 
selves, raised these unhappy women to 
such a degree of vigour, that, notwith- 
stauding their fatigue, their exposure to 
cold, their sufierance of hunger, and 
their sleeping on damp ground under an 
inclement sky, they finished an expedi- 
tion of about one hundred and fifty 
miles, without losing their spirits or in- 
juring their health. 

The weekwam to which they were 
conducted, and which belonged to the 
savages, who had claimed them as his 
property, was inhabited by twelve per- 
sons. In the month of April this fami- 
ly set out with their captives to a settle- 
ment still more remote; and informed 
them, that when they arrived at the set- 
tlement, they must be stripped, scourg- 
ed, and run the gauntlet, naked, between 
two files of Indians, containing the whole 
uumber found in the settlement; for 
such they declared was the standing cus- 
tom of their nation. This information, 
you will believe, made a deep impres- 
sion on the minds of the captive women ; 
and led them, irresistibly, to devise all 
possible means of escape. On the Sist 
of the same month, very early in the 
moroing, Mrs. Dustan, while the In- 
dians were asleep, having awaked her 
nurse, and a fellow prisoner, (a youth 


taken some time before from Worces- 


ter,) despatched, with the assistance of 
her companions, ten of the twelve In- 
dians. ‘The other two escaped. With 
the scalps of these savages they retura- 
ed through the wilderness; and having 
arrived safely at Haverhill, and after- 
wards at boston, received a handsome 
reward for their intrepid conduct from 
the Legislature. 

Whether all their sufferings, and all 


the danger of sufiering anew, justified 
this slaughter, may probably be ques- 
tioned by you, or some other exact mor- 
alist. Precedents innumerable, and of 
high authority, may indeed be urged in 
behalf of these captives; but the moral- 
ist will equally question the rectitude of 
these. Few persons, however, agoniz- 
ing as Mrs. Dustan did, under the evils 
she had already suffered, and in the full 
apprehension of those which she was 
destined to suffer, would have been able 
to act the part of nice casuists ; and few- 
er still, perhaps would have exercised her 
intrepidity. That she herself approved 
of the conduct, which was applauded by 
the Magistrates and Divines of the day, 
in the cool hour of deliberation, cannot 
be doubted. The truth is, the season of 
Indian invasion, burning, butchering, 
captivity, threatening, and torture, is an 
unfortunate time for nice investigation, 
and critical moralizing. A wife who 
had just seen her house burnt, her infant 
dashed against a tree, and her compan- 
ions coldly murdered, one by one; who 
supposed her husband, and her remain- 
ing children to have shared the same 
fate; who was threatened with torture, 
and indecency more painful than tor- 
ture; and who did not entertain a doubt 
that the threatening would be fulfilled ; 
would probably feel no necessity, when 
she found it in her power to despatch the 
authors of her sufferings, of asking ques- 
tions concerning any thing but the suc- 
cess of the enterprize. 

But, whatever may be thought of the 
rectitude of her conduct, that of her 
husband is in every view honourable. 
A finer succession of scenes for the pen- 
cil was hardly ever presented to the 
eye, than was furnished by the efforts of 
this gallant man, with their interesting 
appendages. ‘The artist must be desti- 
tute indeed of talerts, who could not en- 
gross every heart, as well as every eye, 
by exhibitions of this husband and fa- 
ther, flying to rescue his wife, her in- 
fant, and her nurse, trom the approach- 
ing horde of savages; attempting on his 
horse to select from his flying family the 
child, which he was the least able to 
spare, and unable to make the selection ; 
facing in their rear, the horde of hell- 
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hounds; alternately, and sternly re- 
treating behind his inestimable charge, 
and fronting the enemy again ; receiving 
and returning their fire, and presenting 
himself, equally, as a barrier against 
murderers, and a shelter to the flight of 
innocence and anguish. “In the back 
round of some or other of these pic- 
tures, might be exhibited with powerful 
impression, the kindled dwelling; the 
sickly mother ; the terrified nurse, with 
the new-born infant in her arms; and 
the furious natives surrounding them, 
driving them forward, and displaying 
the trophies of the savage victory and 
the insolence of savage triumph.” 





OBITUARY. 
MRS. DEBORAH GOODSELL. 


Communicated for the Religious Intelligencer. 


Departed this life, at Cooperstown, N. ¥. on 
Thursday morning, April 12, in the 45th year of 
herage, Mrs. Deborah Goodsell, relict of Lew- 
is Goodsell, and daughter of Moses Jennings, 
Fairfield, Con. She was left a widow and the 
mother of seven chiidren in the early part of 
the year 1813. Until she was forty years old, 
she lived, as she said, upon her dying bed, on 
husks. In the year 1816 she experienced, as 
we hope, a saving change of heart, and early 
in 1817 made a profession of religion, and uni- 
ted herself with the Presbyterian church in 
Cooperstown. From that time till the bour 
ot her dissolution, she lived an examplary life 
—a life above the world, and enjoyed an un- 
interrupted hope of a personal iuterest in the 
saving mercy of God through Christ. Neither 
her sleader circumstances, nor pains, nor suf- 
ferings, could ever extorta murmur from her 
lips, nor interrupt the holy, calm, cheerful se- 
renity of her mind, nor impair her confidence 
in her God. 

Soon after she united with the church, a tu- 
mour made iis appearance in ber right breast, 
and sowe short time afterwards another under 
her right arm. Physicians were consulted, 
who unanimously declared them cancers. 
These she endeavoured for a while, by various 
means, to remove, but without effect; when 
she resolved to have them cut out. When the 
surgeon came to perfurm the operation, she 
took her seat without any hesitation No 
symptoms of fear were discoverable in her 
countenance. With a calm, unmoved. and 
cheerful countenance, she received the ap- 
paratus and preparations, and with the utmost 
composure, stript her bosom for the surgeon’s 
knife. Doring the operation, which was ne- 
cessarily long and painial, being continued 
with as little intermission as possible until 
both her cancers were cut out, she never utter- 
eda cry nora groan, but remained calm and 
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silent throughout. And whenthe doctor ap- 
planded her for her firmness and fortitude, by 
telling her that “ she bore it like a Trojan,” she 
replied with a smile, “like a christian, | hope, 
doctor.” 

The appearances were now favourable, and 
the wounds soon healed up. Her hea'th and 
strength, which had been considerably im- 
paired, now improved rapidly, and a fair pros. 
pect of prolonged life and usefulness now pre- 
sented itself. But like all human prospects 
beneath the sun, it was of short duration. The 
disorder made its appearauce again in the 
breast, and advanced rapidiy. After a short 
time, she again resolved to have recourse to 
the surgeon’s knife ; but the Doctor, upon ex- 
amining the state of the cancer, gave it as his 
opinion, that the operation would be fruitless, 
and instead of prolonging her life, hasten her 
dissolution. She heard this declaration, 
which to her was the sentence of death—a 
painful lingering death, with the utmost com- 
posure, and meekly acquiesced in this painful 
dispensation of Providence. 

In this situation her faith and confidence in 
her covenant God were severely tried by oth- 
er circumstances. Herslender pecuniary cir- 
cumstances had long since been expended,and 
her youngest child but one, was reduced to a 
state of blindness by an inflamation in the 
eyes. Every means which she could devise 
to remove the inflamation proved ineffectual. 
Medical skill .and- assistance proved equally 
unsuccessful. The child still remained blind 
of one eye, and nearly blind ofthe other. In 
this condition, with a shattered constitution, 
and under all the pains of ber own disorder, 
now rapidly gaining in her breast, she travel- 
led with her child to Ballston Springs, hoping 
that the waters might prove beneficial to her 
daughter's eyes. Whilst there her cancer 
broke and began to discharge: and being 
convinced, by the trial of several weeks, thet 
the waters would be of no service, either to 
herself or ber daughter, she returned home. 

During a!l these painful and luborious trials, 
she preserved the same steady hope, the 
same cheeriul confidence in her God, ard 
the same meek and quiet submission to 
his will, At home and abroad, on the road 
and at the springs, she expressed her en- 
lire acquiescence in the dispensations ot 
God's providence concerning her and ber 
children: yet, ber acquiescence was not the 
effect, either of unfeeling hardness of heart or 
presumption, Her heart was tender, ler feei- 
ings fine, and ber labours uowearied, both for 
herself and her children as long as she was 
able. 

After her return her disorder continued te 
make a gradual bat slow progress until the 
last month, when it became more active and 
made greater progress, plainly shewing that 
her dissolution was rapidiy as. tere, Yet 
her hope and trust still remained unsbaken, 
and the nearer she approached the solemu 
hour of her departure, the stronger ber faith 
became. Yet her hope was generally of a 
calm and quiet nature, and nutbing rapturous 
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or transporting appeared until the morning in 
which she died, when she appeared to enjoy 
an extraordinary manifestation of divine 
grace and mercy. 

Just as day began to break, she uttered the 
following sentence with considerable empha- 
sis, * O Lord God Almighty,” which she, after 
a short pause, repeated with a still greater em- 
phasis. She then lay caim and silent a few 
seconds, when she uttered the following prayer, 
«Lord forgive me this fault—if it be a fault. 
Lord forgive me—O forgive me this once.” 
Then she immediately asked her Pastor, who 
was standing by herbed side, “ is it a fault?” He 
wished to know what was her supposed fault ? 
When she replied, -‘ to throw berself into the 
arms of such a blessed Jesus—such a glorious 
Saviour.”” Upon being informed that this was 
no fault, but her duty and her privilege, she 
exclaimed, ** Bless the Lord O my soul, and all 
that is within me bless his holy name.” This 

“she repeated three times, with still increasing 
energy and warmth of expression. She then 
called on all who were present to unite with 
her in blessing God, and praising his holy 
name. Afier a short pause, she said, “ forty 
years of my life [ lived on husks,but blessed be 
God, the greater part of the last five years, I 
have lived on better bread.” ‘+O, this is 
worth a. whole life of pain.” Observing her 
eldest daughter weepitz, she callled her, but 
instead of giving her any directions concern- 
ing her future conduct, said, “ join with me in 
praising God.” “ O blessed be his holy name.” 
‘¢O for patience to wait.” Bless the Lord 
O my soul.” After a short pause, she said to 
her Pastor, “1 hope to open the gates of the 
kingdom of heaven for you.” During the 
greater part of this time, there was a smile on 
her countenance, and all her features were 
marked witb a lively joy and cheerful peace 
of mind. After a short pause, she enquir- 
ed, “what time of night it was when she 
had that happy frame of mind,” and being 
informed, she sunk into a broken sleep. When 
awoke she still expressed the same confi- 
dence, but nothing more of a transporting na- 
ture appeared. A few minutes past 8 o’clock 
she fell asleep in Jesus, without a struggle or 
a groan, 

Reader, can you reflect on this plain, simple 
narrative, without being convinced that god- 
liness is profitable? Here you see one, with- 
gut any pretensions to uncommon streugtl of 
mind, or philosophy, supported under a long 
series of the most afflictive and painful trials, 
and at last rejoicing in the hope of that rest 
which awaits the people of God. The more 
she was afflicted and shaken, the stronger 
grew her faith, until it seemed te bid defiance 
to all the storms and tempests that rage below. 
And the nearer she approached to God, the 
foundation of her hope, the more she burned 
and shone with heavenly splendor. Is this all 
adream/’ O that you and I, dear reader, may 
enjoy such a dream, and fall sweetly asleep in 
Jesus, under its soul-cheering influence. 


N, 


POETRY. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 


“ Where I am, there shall also my servant be.” 
John xii, 26, 


When I beheld the countless pains 
That mark our fleeting span, 

I sat me down to contemplate 
The misery of Man. 


1 saw his beauty fade away, 
As snow before the sun; 

I saw him withering like a plant, 
Before his race was run. 


I said, his space is but a point, 
A vapour is his breath ; 

And in the glory of his life, 
He’s in the midst of death. 


But when I mark'd the peaceful grave 
Where my Redeemer lay, 

And knew that through cold Jordan’s wave 
He deign’d to lead the way ; 


I said, * shall the disciple shun 
The portion of his Lord ?” 

No: let his righteous will be done! 
For holy is the word, 


That cheers that drear and darken’d cel! 
With the assurance free ; 

* Wherever I, in future dwell, 
There shall my servant be.” 





ANECDOTE. 


The following original anecdote of the late 
Rev. John Wesley, related by Mr. Robert Mil- 
ler to the ere assembled in conference at 
Liverpool, August, 1820, appears as applicable 
to other denominations as to the Methodists. 

“ The first time I had the pleasure of being 
in company with the Rev. John Wesley was in 
the year 1683. I asked him what mast be 
done to keep Methodism alive when he was 
dead; to which he immediately answered : 
‘ The Methodists must take heed to their poc- 
TRINE, their EXPERIENCE, their practice, and 
their piscrpLine. If they attend to their doc- 
trines only, they will make the people @niino- 
mians ; if to the experimental part of religion 
only, they will make them fenthusiasts ; if to 
the practical part only, they will make Phari- 
sees; and if they do not attend to their disci- 
pline, they will be like persons who bestow 
much pains in cultivating their garden, and put 
no fence round it to save it from the wild boar 
of the forest,” 
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